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shores, English upper and middle-class opinion
underwent a remarkable change. Its sympathies
still went with freedom, but the freedom was of
a different sort. It was not now the freedom of an
individual labourer to choose his own master,
but the freedom of a whole people to choose
the form of government they preferred to live
under. For violating that right we had fought
Russia, and were willing to fight Austria. For
asserting that right Italy, Hungary, and Poland
had won our applause. For its sake we had
helped the Belgians, who were bigoted Romanists,
against the Dutch, who were our fellow-Pro-
testants, and were racially akin to us. Then,
again, it seemed peculiarly unbecoming and incon-
sistent that the Americans, of all people, who
owed their own national existence to a successful
rebellion against their lawful Sovereign, should
refuse to admit the same justification when urged
against themselves, and should even fling the
name of " rebel" as a term of reproach at those
who did but inherit the tradition of Washington
and Jefferson, Southerners and slave-holders also.
Besides, our own experience seemed to show that
the attempt to coerce Americans was not only
unjustifiable, but hopeless. The Southerners were
in a minority, but they were a hardy and high-
spirited race, fighting in their own country for all
they held most dear, with men born and trained to
command at their head. History offered no
example to show that such resistance as might be
expected from them could be overcome/ Finally,

* The fate of the Swiss Sanderbund had been quite forgotten in
1861.